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Branch News                                                                                                                                         
Meeting: 6 December 2019
Christmas Buffet Arrive 12 for 12:30

Christmas raffle We are holding a raffle with donations from members. Please bring the pre-
wrapped gift to the meeting. Don’t spend more than £5.

Speaker A change from the printed programme. 
Flowers of the Desert - the Embroidered Textiles of Rajasthan & Gujarat: Peter Bennison

Peter’s talk will be based around the embroidered textiles of the semi-desert regions of Rajasthan 
and Gujarat, in India. There will also be embroideries from Afghanistan. 

Peter is joint owner of The Silk Road Gallery, 
Sharrowvale Road, Sheffield. The gallery 
specialises in vintage textiles & furnishings, folk 
art paintings, gifts & Peter’s photographs from 
India, Nepal, Tibet & Afghanistan. He will also 
be bringing some of his goods for sale. The talk 
starts at 2 pm.
The gallery website includes four pages of 
gorgeous textiles 
https://silkroadgallery.co.uk/collections/textiles 

Photo: Floral frieze from Gujarat

Embroidered wedding shawl from 
Sindh

Embroidered velvet dress from Afghanistan

https://silkroadgallery.co.uk/collections/textiles


Competition

This year’s members’ competition is “Fossils and Geology” and 
anything that broadly fits that title.

Entries need to be brought to the December meeting by 1 pm.

If you haven’t yet done a special piece, do look through your work 
and see if you can find something that fits the title.

Work from the November meeting workshops Please bring your finished beetle pouches and 
patchwork Christmas trees to share with us.

Windermere Project

Completed work needs to be returned at either 
the January or February 2020 meetings to give 
David plenty of time to assemble the finished 
piece for his degree show. Here is Jenny’s 
interpretation of Devil’s Gallop.

David would welcome photos of work in 
progress or completed panels and any 
information you can give him about the design, 
problems met or how you felt about your work. 
His email address can be found inside your box.

Exhibition June 2020
We’re holding an exhibition in the Botanical Gardens in the last weekend of June 2020. The main 
title is “Entrances and Exits”. We will also be displaying members’ recent work on any subject. 
Don’t be afraid that your work is not good enough. There are no “embroidery police” vetting 
entries. Work needs to be completed, ready for hanging or display and brought to the June 2020 
meeting.  So why not start your entries over the long break between December and January 
meetings when you’ve nothing else to do.

Regional News                                                                                                                                       
What is Summer School?
This is how Jenny Robson described last year’s Summer School:

The Region’s annual Summer School weekend gives us the 
opportunity to get away from it all and enjoy some “Me time” in 
lovely surroundings. The excellent team at Bishop Burton College
look after all our needs and make us feel welcome.

Normally four wonderful tutors present a range of techniques 
and many beautiful examples of their work to inspire us. 

Last year we were joined by visitors from other Regions. 
Everyone felt that they were made welcome, including those who 
had previously been wary of weekend workshops. A first time 

The college gardens



visitor with less experience commented on the way tutors were ready to help with the 
smallest details. Such good support from all meant that we were not afraid to 
acknowledge mistakes and could learn how to avoid them in future. There was plenty to 
do, with excellent tuition and the weekend was well worth travelling for.

Jenny took Kate Andre’s course and this is what she says about it with a picture of her work:

Kate Andre kept us busy tasting a range of 
marbling, dyeing and printing techniques. 
There was a chance to explore and I found it
a good idea to assemble a scrapbook 
recording instructions and my samples for 
future reference. Some quick and easy 
techniques resulted in finished products, 
with ideas that could be adapted to other 
materials.

Jacquie circulated details of the four tutors and a 
booking form last month. Booking starts on 1 

           March 2020 on a first come basis.

Regional Day Competition
Regional day is 6 June 2020. The two competitions are:
Challenge Cup: Pilgrimage
Maggie Judges Memorial Cup: A flower beginning with J

Other Branch News                                                                                                                              
We are planning to include information about our three nearest branches in our newsletters. Hallam 
and Penistone have Christmas meals in December so we haven’t included them in this month’s 
newsletter. But hopefully we’ll be able to include details of their meetings from January onwards.

Chesterfield Branch
Meets first Thursday of the month from 7 pm till 9 pm at The Saints Parish Centre, St Mary’s Gate, 
Chesterfield, S41 7TJ (just below the Crooked Spire church.) 
http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/chesterfield 

5 December 2019 Ruth Singer: Hidden Histories
With a love of history and a passion for textiles, Ruth brings these two together exploring 
narratives, heritage and material culture. https://ruthsinger.com/

2 January 2020 Nikki Parmenter: Award winning textile and mixed media artist, Nikki works 
mainly with recycled materials to produce stunning three dimensional and gloriously colourful 
artworks. https://www.nikkiparmenterartworks.com/

Other News                                                                                                                                            

Congratulations David
Every year Hand and Lock (who describe themselves as Europe’s pre-eminent embroidery atelier 
specialising in goldwork, tambour beading, silk shading, monogramming and bridal 
embellishments) organise a competition called the Hand and Lock Prize for Embroidery. Its open to 

https://www.nikkiparmenterartworks.com/
https://ruthsinger.com/
http://www.emreg.org.uk/branches/chesterfield


new designers interested in embroidery, textile artists, interior and accessory designers as well as 
those working in fashion. It receives thousands of entries every year.

David Morrish who persuaded us to contribute to his Windermere project decided to enter the 2019 
competition.

David won the Wilcom Award for Digital Embroidery: Textile Art and was a finalist in the Textile 
Art: Student Category.  Congratulations, David.

You can see all the competition winners and finalists entries at https://handembroidery.com/2019-
finalists-and-winners/ If you’re inspired to enter the 2020 competition, see 
https://handembroidery.com/the-prize/how-to-enter-the-prize/ 

If you want to while away some time with a cup of tea look at their website 
http://handembroidery.com/about/ 

http://handembroidery.com/about/
https://handembroidery.com/the-prize/how-to-enter-the-prize/
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