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Branch News                                                                                                                                         

Meeting 19 June 2020 and Workshop 20 June 2020– Cancelled due to Covid-19

A message from Jenny Robson – and a new project
Like so many of you I am really missing our meetings. It is always such a pleasure to spend time with all our 
enthusiastic members, to stitch, to share ideas and enjoy different approaches to embroidery. It looks unlikely 
that we will be able to meet before the autumn as the church is closed and social distancing of two metres 
would not be easy. You can be sure that we will start meetings as soon as it is possible.

Life is strange at the moment with new problems to overcome and I sometimes find it hard to settle down and 
think of what to do. I love embroidering and find it relaxing and soothing. The weekly challenges on Textile 
Artist were helpful but now I have to think for myself again. 

I know we have the theme of ‘Entrances and Exits’, perhaps not very appropriate at the moment, and the 
Christmas challenge of ‘Time’, of which there is too much at present. The Travelling Books worked so well last 
year, which leads to my latest crazy (?) idea.

The Monthly Challenge - My suggestion is that we have a simple monthly theme, until we are able to meet 
again. 



I’m asking members to make a small piece of embroidery, on a given theme, each month. Keep it small so it is 
possible to complete easily. I suggest a maximum of 15cm square though it can be smaller and any shape. 
Use any technique you like, maybe your favourite or try something new. Keep it simple or make it detailed, 
realistic or abstract, that is up to you. With the warm, sunny weather in May we seem to have started summer 
early so the theme for June is ‘Summer Flowers’.

I do hope you will join in and send Sue photos for the July Newsletter. I have an idea for July but would 
welcome your ideas too so please get in touch. (robson_jenny@hotmail.com)

I thought I should finish this with a quotation that I read recently. It is attributed to Julius of Norwich and it is 
helping me keep positive. “All shall be well and all shall be well, and all manner of things shall be well”.  
Jenny

The Windermere project – an update from David Morrish
David was meant to be our speaker this month. Instead, here is a report from him on what he has 
done so far. We’re hoping to re-arrange his talk some time.

The backdrop has been produced using a panoramic photo I took at the top of Gummer's How, (Hill at the 
bottom of Lake Windermere), the colours were adjusted to compliment as many of the sections as possible. I 
decided to added written information about each mile above the sections, containing the mile number, 
embroiderers name, pace and elevation. The sections were initially basted in place by hand to ensure they all 
fitted together and the beginning and end of the art piece also joined together to create a loop. As you can 
imagine working across a 26.2ft length, this was not easy and took quite a while to get right. Once happy, all 
the sections were hand sewn to each other and the backdrop, as neatly and invisibly as possible. Most 
sections were easy to sew, but a few of the thicker sections were very difficult (Not mentioning any names).
Due to the coronavirus I am currently at a standstill and waiting until restrictions are lifted so I can produce a 
suitable exhibition frame to showcase the piece in all it's glory. The sections all fitted together like a glove and 
the colours worked well across the whole piece. Considering everyone worked independently, it is surprising 
how cohesive it all looks. Overall I am extremely pleased with the outcome and looking forward to completing it
and displaying it once the world has entered its new normal. 



PS: Please don’t forget to return the consent form which Jenny sent out yesterday to David.

TextileArtist.org  - Community Stitch Challenge

Here is what Jenny Robson has sent of her work for the challenge.

I’m sending photos of some of the Textile Artist challenges that I did. The fish is my take on an eye, based on a
pottery dish, as I really was not inspired by the line drawing of a human eye! I’ve been trying a few different 
techniques that I don’t normally use 



Regional News                                                                                                                                       
Summer School 2020
Summer School is cancelled for 2020. The weekend has been re-arranged for 14-16 July in 2023, 
the same tutors and the College are booked. Summer School 2021 is 16-18 July with tutors Emily 
Notman, Flo Collingwood, Sara Dennis and Jan Dowson; information and booking forms
will be sent to branches in early 2021.



Other EG Branch News                                                                                                                       
East Midlands Regional Day Competition – Pretty deadly
East Midlands Regional Day was cancelled. Michael Brennand-Wood’s was to have given the 
Madeira Lecture and suggested the title for the competition should be “Pretty deadly.” He had no 
thought of viruses when the title was chosen. The Region decided they would still give members the
opportunity to take part in the Competition by putting it on-line so members could vote for 
“Member’s Choice”. You can read about it and find a link to the entries at
http://www.emreg.org.uk/announcements/regionaldaycompetition-

Other News                                                                                                                                            
Two online stitch dictionaries
Needlenthread
A traditional American embroiderer with a very good stitch dictionary (videos and photographs); 
some free patterns; and very good advice on “traditional” embroidery. Posts two or three times a 
week.
https://www.needlenthread.com/ 

Pintangle
An Australian embroiderer with a bias towards crazy quilting. A good stitch dictionary 
(photographs) with often more examples of how to use the stitches than on Needlenthread.
https://pintangle.com/ 

Some on-line stitch videos
Yvette Stanton an Australian needlewoman and author who specialises in whitework has put some 
videos on-line on her blog. http://vettycreations.com.au/white-threads/ 

What members are doing

Jacquie Dooley: I' ve been writing  stories for my younger grandchildren which is taking up 
sewing time but I think there's a while to go yet. And a new, very lively and far too intelligent 
puppy who always seems to be three steps ahead of us- it's amazing how the time goes!
9 May

Jenny Howarth:  
I am not managing to do any of my sewing as I 
don't have any motivation or inclination. I am, 
however, making items for Help for Healthcare 
Workers and have made scrubs bags, headbands, 
ear protectors and am now working on masks.  It
gives me something to do, but I do wish I could 
be inspired to pick up something of my own. 
11May

I am still spending most of my "creative" time 
sewing for Help for Healthcare Workers, but I 
have actually managed to iron a piece of linen 
and start a kogin design which I had bought 
when we had Elizabeth Almond's workshop. It 
takes some concentration but is also quite 
calming (as long as you don't realise a mistake 
many rows before). So there's hope that I might 

have something to show for the weeks of lock down.

http://www.emreg.org.uk/announcements/regionaldaycompetition-
http://vettycreations.com.au/white-threads/
https://pintangle.com/
https://www.needlenthread.com/


I am just drifting from day to day. I managed to sprain my ankle while out for one of my daily 
walks, which put paid to daily walks! I am just starting to feel comfortable walking, so am going 
round the block - nothing too adventurous yet. 
6 June

Kathryn Clay:  These are the pieces from the first workshop in the Stitch Club. Inspired by trips to 
Spurn Point and Alnwick with pebbles and a small piece of driftwood seen through the apertures. 
Colours of sky and sea. Lots of ideas for different shapes and sizes. Enjoyed doing this, working 
with what's available.

Stitch Club is a continuation of the Community 
Challenge on the TextileArt group. This costs 
£22 each month which gets you three on line 
workshops. Video Q & A sessions. Once you 
have accessed the workshop you can go back in 
time and again. The first workshop was given by 
Debbie Lyddon and it was to make 3 vessels with
an aperture, the vessels would be to contain 
something special hence the pebbles and 
driftwood, memories of two lovely holidays 
which I enjoyed it's my sister.

The second was a fabric collage, and this week it
is stitching with reclaimed objects specifically 
plastic bags etc.

They all are a basis for you to explore your own ideas. It suits me as you are not tied a time or 
place.

I thought it was worth joining as who knows when we will get workshops and back to EG.
8 June

Sue Woods: 

 Like Jenny Howarth, I too am 
finding it difficult to be 
motivated, use time wisely and be
creative. I’ve at long last finished 
the crazy patchwork UFO 
regretting I didn’t sort out some 
of the problems years ago at an 
earlier stage of its making. Some 
recent decisions recently were a 
compromise, using what I had 
rather than what would have been
ideal. I don’t know what I’ll do 
next. Finishing another UFO does
not appeal (although it would 
help tidy up the room I use for 
embroidery) and neither does the 
effort of starting something large 
and original. 

Quilt pegged to a washing line and the photo edited to 
remove the background using GIMP (see later in the 
newsletter about this photo editing programme)



Finishing the quilt took much longer than expected. I should have used my husband’s method for 
estimating the time to completion. He doubles the time and ups the units. So an estimated one 
week’s work will take two months! But at least it is finished and I only need to get a wooden batten 
and find somewhere to hang it.
9 June

Creative Craft Show Live – Saturday 4 July and Sunday 5 July
Many thanks to Lynda Price for this information.
There will be on-line demonstrations from tutors on both days. You can find information on the 
tutors and what they are offering; and details of a 20% off deal with free postage from Search Press 
on the website. You can watch the event live via Facebook or via the website.
http://www.stitchandhobby.co.uk/creativecraftshowlive/  

The Festival of Quilts 2020
Not unsurprisingly, this event is cancelled. However they are having a virtual competition. If you 
were planning on entering a quilt to the show see https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/virtual-quilt-
competition/ The closing date is 3 July. (And if you are entering one or more quilts can you please 
send a picture of your quilt(s) for the newsletter.)

There is also information on photographing your quilt at https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/how-
to-photograph-your-quilt-2/   I found it useful as I always find it difficult to get good photos of my 
work and will try out some of their tips in the future. If you want to try photo editing your work and
don’t want to pay for Photoshop, try GIMP which is free, open source software. It can be down 
loaded from https://www.gimp.org/. I bought a hard copy “guide book”  which got me through the 
basic learning stage and have found there is lots of on-line help from enthusiasts if I want to do 
anything not covered in the book.

https://www.gimp.org/
https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/how-to-photograph-your-quilt-2/
https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/how-to-photograph-your-quilt-2/
https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/virtual-quilt-competition/
https://www.thefestivalofquilts.co.uk/virtual-quilt-competition/
http://www.stitchandhobby.co.uk/creativecraftshowlive/

