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Branch News                                                                                                                                         

April Meetings are suspended because of the Corvid-19 virus 

Casalguidi Workshop 20 June 2020 No decision has been made yet whether it will be 
possible to hold this workshop. 

Windermere project
David has issued a press release about the work that we contributed to and about the work he has 
done to accompany it (which includes a 3d running statue and a plague of rats.) Rather than attempt 
to incorporate his press release into the newsletter, I’ve attached it to the accompanying email.

Christmas competition
The subject for this year’s competition is “Time”. Normally entries to the competition are brought 
to the December meeting and the speaker selects the three winning entries. Hopefully we’ll be able 
to do that this year. When you have finished all your work for the Entrances and Exits exhibition; 
and have made things to sell; and have completed all your UFOs; and are looking for something to 
do indoors on the inevitable wet day, why not start planning/making your entry so that we have a 
bumper crop of entries this year.

Entrances and Exits
The exhibition planned for June has been cancelled but we still plan to hold it some time in the 
future. So it gives you a bit more time to prepare even more exhibits. Here are two very different 
approaches to the title which may give you some inspiration and ideas.

Julia Legg emailed saying I have just spent an afternoon 
trying to embroider, by one means or another, a small 
mouse to sit in my "Entrance" and have given up. It will 
have to be imagined! However, here is a photo of the tree. 
My piece will be called “Who lives here?”



This is what Sandra Ward says about her Entrances and Exits work. 

Shortly after the theme was announced last year, I went on holiday to Norfolk and on a 
rainy day decided to visit Norwich Cathedral. I took quite a few pictures of different 
doorways and the features of stonework near them. These I used to compose my picture. 
I have attached a selection from the photos mentioned (see above).

I’d welcome photographs of finished work or work in progress for the next newsletter. Please send 
them to susan.woods@btinternet.com  Thanks

The plan of work The final piece

mailto:susan.woods@btinternet.com


Congratulations JETs
Marilyn Steer reports that our 13+ group won first prize and a £40 Amazon voucher and our 9 -12 
Group won third prize and a £30 voucher. Here’s the letter Marilyn received:



The judges when writing about the entry of the younger children said: “The use of different fabrics 
and their placement was well considered. The mix of colours was lively and around the shapes their 
was a good variety of stitches. There was a nice blending of hand and machine stitching.”

In case you didn’t know, the De Denne competition is a national EG competition for the JETs 
(young embroiderers) with competitions for group entries.

Well done JETs and also well done to Marilyn and Wendy for leading the JETs and encouraging 
them to make such exciting things.

JETs challenge
Marilyn has posted a challenge for those JETs on Facebook and will let the rest of the group know 
about it. She’s suggesting that they embroider a rainbow using as many different stitches as possible
or design and embroider a virus. 

Things to sell when we finally have an exhibition
Now is the time to look in your stash and see if you can reduce its 
size by making small items to sell when we finally have an 
exhibition.  Things priced £5 or less are most likely to sell.

I have done four cards of machine stitched seascapes, using
three of the blanks that Pauline provided. I stiffened a long 
strip of fabric, then machined long lines of stitches, before 
cutting it up and mounting.  
Julia Legg 

 

Chicken scratch bookmarks (or sort of chicken scratch as I believe that the original would 
only be sewn with white thread on gingham.) They were originally started to use up some 
gingham fabric and to be something to do at Stitch meetings which didn’t need too much 
concentration and colour matching.
Sue Woods

If you have any ideas for things members could make or photos of finished articles, please send 
them to me at susan.woods@btinternet.com for the next newsletter

mailto:susan.woods@btinternet.com


TextileArtist.org  - Community Stitch Challenge
Jenny has suggested that we use this as a Branch challenge to do while we’re all in isolation. We 
could later include the results in our exhibition. She also suggested that we could share what we’ve 
been doing in the newsletter. In case you’ve deleted the link about the challenge, the challenge can 
be found at https://www.textileartist.org/category/stitch-challenge 

Pauline Lyman's first sample for the first week
of the challenge which involved running stitch

Pauline's second sample for the first week

Sandra Ward's work. First week with 
challenge from  Sue Stone. I decided to use fly 
stitch throughout my 4 quarters.

Sandra's second week:   Challenge set by Cas 
Holmes using different fabrics to form a 
background and adding an image of your 
choice. Mine were multiple images inspired by
primroses in my garden. Then add straight 
stitches to embellish. I did mine bigger than 
the suggested postcard size as I found thus 
easier to work with.

https://www.textileartist.org/category/stitch-challenge


Regional News                                                                                                                                       
Regional Day 6 June 2020
This has been cancelled. The Regional Committee considered whether it was possible to combine 
Regional Day and the AGM in October. But it was too difficult to arrange as the venue for the AGM
is not suitable for Regional Day. Entries for the competitions normally judged at Regional Day will 
be judged at the AGM.

Summer School
Currently Region are still hoping to hold the Summer School at Bishop Burton in July, but that will 
obviously depend on the Coronavirus situation. As soon as they have a definite decision on Summer
School they will let everyone know.

LOCKDOWN 2020
A possible theme for the next Regional exhibition (whenever that is) is LOCKDOWN 2020, with 
everyone sharing what they produced during the isolation.

Regional Facebook page
Alison Larkin (the Regional Chair) has asked people to use the Regional Facebook page to keep in 
touch and share what they are doing. It is a closed group. You can only access this if you have 
joined Facebook and search within Facebook. It can’t be found using Google. There are some 
questions that you have to answer before you are allowed to join the group. The person who set it 
up said in reply to an email asking for more details about accessing the page  “Please invite your 
members who use Facebook to join, we would be be very pleased to see them, and they will find it a
friendly place with like minded people.”

National News                                                                                                                                       
National AGM in Birmingham
The National EG AGM planned for 25 April 2020 in Birmingham is postponed. See March edition 
of Contact for further details.

Other EG Branch News                                                                                                                       

All Branch meetings are suspended. The Chesterfield Branch exhibition is cancelled.

Other News                                                                                                                                           

Derbyshire Open Arts 2020  Cancelled  Their website has details of some of the artist’s 
work. https://www.derbyshireopenarts.co.uk/artists

Open Up Sheffield Cancelled  Their website has details of some of the artist’s work. 
https://openupsheffield.co.uk/category/artists/ 

Take a Look  6th- 13th June 2020
This solo exhibition of artworks in a variety of media by Sue Lancaster is still advertised as taking 
place. 10.30 - 5 daily at Rufford Abbey's Art Gallery, Rufford Country Park, Ollerton, 
Nottinghamshire NG22 9DF

For information on the workshops available during the exhibition see https://www.visit-
nottinghamshire.co.uk/whats-on/take-a-look-exhibitions-and-workshops-by-sue-lancaster-p797381 

email stitchedupandfleeced@live.co.uk to book the classes and get more up to date information.

https://www.visit-nottinghamshire.co.uk/whats-on/take-a-look-exhibitions-and-workshops-by-sue-lancaster-p797381
https://www.visit-nottinghamshire.co.uk/whats-on/take-a-look-exhibitions-and-workshops-by-sue-lancaster-p797381
https://openupsheffield.co.uk/category/artists/
https://www.derbyshireopenarts.co.uk/artists


Some websites to while away the time
Wepresent  Recommended by Pam Torry
https://wepresent.wetransfer.com/story/embroideries-rwanda/
 Some beautiful, stunning work with an explanation of how the project started. It puts our troubles 
into perspective.

Textileartist.org Recommended by Julia Legg
https://www.textileartist.org/      Worth looking at for interviews of textile artists of various different 
persuasions, 

Antique Pattern Library
If you haven’t already discovered it the antique pattern library is an easy way to while away an 
afternoon. It contains older craft publications (not only textile related) which are out of copyright. 
They have been scanned by contributors and, if you want a permanent copy of any of them, can be 
down loaded as pdf files. It’s well worth a look. https://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/ 

If you were inspired by Jenny’s Casalguidi embroidery in last months newsletter and want to know 
more about it, have a look at http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/pub/PDF/F-II007.pdf Even if you
can’t read Italian, the pictures of completed work are very informative.

Some books to read suggested by Ann Holmes
The Radium Girls. Kate Moore
Rabbit Girls.  Anna Ellory
The Sewing Machine. Natalie Fergie
The Book Smugglers of Timbucktoo. Charlie English
Bookkeeper of Allepo. Christie Lefteri
Days That Changed The World Hywel Williams 

What members are doing

Julia Legg: I have also just signed up for Dionne Swift's "Self Directed Developing Sketchbooks 
ONLINE Workshop." I am hoping it will encourage a bit of directed play time! The cost is £40.00. I
have also joined a "Stitch Meditation" group and discovered that Liz Kettle is offering a free on-line
Collage book / course:  see www.textileevolution.com.  

Ann Holmes: My current work: the idea is from a book of black and white photographs. The photos
are taken from satellites orbiting many of the planets. Most were taken in the 80’s. This book 
immediately screamed at me ‘ Stitch me’! It has taken me a number of years to actually begin the 
process!

I am interpreting, in Stitch, the craters, fault lines, and mountainous regions on various planets. All 
stitched on a black silk material, with silk thread in various thickness in white and cream shades. 
Silk is always my preference for my work - the feel and texture.

The background is stitched in swirling Kantha Stitch which creates the uneven surface I needed.
Craters are various stitches which build up the edges in layers. They then have varied stitch in the 
centre. If anyone is interested it will be hung in the next TIES exhibition at the Barn in Dronfield. 
Hopefully, lockdown permitting, in November. (http://www.ties7.org.uk/ties/home/home.htm ) 

http://www.ties7.org.uk/ties/home/home.htm
http://www.textileevolution.com/
http://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/pub/PDF/F-II007.pdf
https://www.antiquepatternlibrary.org/
https://www.textileartist.org/
https://wepresent.wetransfer.com/story/embroideries-rwanda/


Kathryn Clay: I started this kit last Autumn. It is 
one of Nichola Jarvis's. Then, of course we 
embarked on the "Windermere Project", and 
other things became a priority. So when we went 
into lock-down it seemed a good opportunity to 
finish this and have a look at what else from the 
past needed attention. I’m clearing the decks for 
future purchases to replenish my stash; that day 
will come.!!

I think he is a cheery little fellow. He could be 
made into a cushion but I think he will be better 
framed and will grace my wall. I’ve started a 

small tapestry bought several years ago. Not my favourite type of stitching but will finish it and that
will be a cushion. I have found some crazy patchwork, good for practising and trying out new hand 
stitches. Also portable so when we get some warm weather I can sit outside and Stitch. 

Marilyn Steer:  I am so glad we have the local common on our doorstep to keep active unless they 
send out drones to keep watch. I discovered my card making initiative - so trying to use up some 
stash and then it’s back to entrances/exits project which l painted ready to stitch, presuming we 
might still get an open day at some later date 

Sue Woods: I’ve finished some small things and have just got up the will power to attack one of my 
larger, unfinished UFOs. I’ve finished framing my stuff for the cancelled Chesterfield and Sheffield 
EG exhibitions. I’ve broken the spindle on my sewing machine so yet another excuse not to learn to
do machine embroidery. 

Isolation + Cancellation = Frustration
Part 1 of an article by Jenny Robson about her cancelled exhibition.

Having spent two years working towards an exhibition at Unravel I am feeling rather frustrated that 
everything has been cancelled. The exhibition will still happen, but I don’t know when, so this is a 
mini virtual preview.

I have always been fascinated by the sky and changing light over the landscape. I chose the theme 
‘Light and Land’ for my ‘Travelling Book’ whilst I was assembling ideas for my 2020 exhibition.

Hunting through my box of UFOs produced a number of ideas plus some finished pieces that had 
never been seen. Most of the work is based on local places or places I have visited on holiday in the 
UK. Among my favourites are Galloway and the Yorkshire coast.

I rarely work in colour in my sketchbook, preferring line drawings, perhaps with a hint of colours 
from my photos. The two examples here show Port Kale in Galloway and a generic Gathering 
Storm. Most of the time the main colours are in my mind and gathered from my stash.



Port Kale, Galloway

Sketch book page for Port Kale


